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DISSERTATION SUMMARY:

Poetry as Authentic Speech: Yves Bonnefoy, Philippe Jaccottet, Jacques Réda explores how and why
poetry still matters as a spiritual search, one that helps both poets and the larger social whole. The
point of departure is the three writers' poetry and critical prose, where they suggest that language allows
us to more fully inhabit the earth. The principle examples of the poetic search include Bonnefoy's
Début et fin de la neige, Jaccottet's Travaux au lieu dit I'Etang and Réda's Retour au calme. 1 argue
that poets preserve and shape language and create ties between world, Other and self. I place special
empbhasis on the effect specific words and uses of language have on the reader within the context of an
intersubjective exchange. The elemental words of authentic poetic speech help us recognize the active,
processual nature of being-in-the-world, while a focus on the here and now reinvigorates our sense of
hope. By taking part in a movement toward presence, we approach the promise of an order we
intuitively sense and recognize the poet as guardian of a tentative faith.

RESEARCH INTERESTS:

Poetry; Aesthetic theories; Comparative literature; Forms of the novel; Cultural difference;
Alterity; Pedagogy; Multimedia and web-based instruction; Creative writing; Translation;
Ethnomusicology
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